38            THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
the east with the Kabul river to the north, and the Safed Koht
or snowy mountains, to the south. Within these limits the
direct measurements on the map are about 75 by 30 miles,
which in actual road distance would be about the same as the
numbers stated by Hwen Thsang.
The position of the capital would appear to have been
at Begr&n, about 2 miles to the west of JalilibM, and 5 or 6
miles to the W. N. W. of Hidda, which by the general consent
of every inquirer has been identified with the Hi-lo of the
Chinese pilgrims. . The town of Hilo was only 4 or 5 K, or
about three-quarters of a mile, in circuit; but it was celebrated
for its possession of the skull-bone of Buddha, which was
deposited in a stupa, or solid round tower, and was only
exhibited to pilgrims on payment of a piece of gold. Hidda
is a small village, 5 miles to the south of Jattlftbftd; but it is
well known for its large collection of Buddhist stupas, tumuli,
and caves, which were so successfully explored by Masson.
The presence of these important Buddhist remains, in the
very position indicated by the Chinese pilgrims, affords the
most satisfactory proof of the identity of Hidda with their
Hilo. This is further confirmed by the absolute agreement
of name, as Hi4o is the closest approximation that could be
made in Chinese syllables to the original Hira or Hida. The
capital must, therefore, have been situated on the plain of
Begr&n, which is described by Masson1 as "literally covered
with tumuli and mounds/' "These," he adds, "are truly
sepulchral monuments; but, with the topes, sanction the
inference that a very considerable city existed here, or that
it was a place of renown for sanctity. It may have been
both." I think it is just possible that Hidda may be only a
transposition of Haddi, a bone, as the stupa of the skull-bone
of Buddha is said in one passage* to have been in the town of
Hilo, while in another passage it is located in the town of
Fo-ting'ko*chingt which is only a Chinese translation of
si.   'Travels/ii. 164.        2.   'Hiotien Thsang/i. 77.